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[DATE]
Your Excellency,

I write to express my continuing concern about the case of legal adviser Chen Guangcheng.  You will recall that Chen Guangcheng, who has a long history of campaigning for the rights of farmers and the disabled, was put under house arrest on 7 September 2006 as a result of these activities. My specific concern then was that his landline and mobile phone had been cut off, his computer seized, his house surrounded and that he and his family had been assaulted and were potentially at risk of further ill-treatment. I was also concerned about the detention of Chen Guangcheng’s cousin Cheng Guangli and another villager, also named Chen, who I understood to have been giving interviews regarding Chen Guangcheng’s situation to foreign reporters and who were detained on 10 October.
I have now been advised of the following: at around 7pm on 11 March, Chen Guangyu, who is also Chen Gaucheng’s cousin, left his house to buy cigarettes. He was reportedly beaten by four hooded men wielding wooden sticks who were waiting nearby. I understand that the Police standing guard outside Chen Guangyu's house failed to intervene. According to local sources, Chen Guangyu had blood on his face, neck and arms following the attack.
When Chen Guangcheng discovered that his cousin had been attacked, he went outside with Chen Guangyu to ask the police who was responsible for the beating but could get no answer from them. The two men then set out towards the Yinan local government office to seek an investigation into the beating. Chen Guangcheng's wife Yuan Weijing and another villager, Chen Guangjun, followed Chen Guangyu and Chen Guangcheng in an effort to protect them in case of further attack. However, the four were soon surrounded by a crowd of around 100 people, including about 50 police officers. When they were only a few hundred metres from the house, around 10 uniformed police officers arrested Chen Guangcheng, Chen Guangyu and Chen Guangjun, and took them to the local police station. 

I understand that Chen Guangcheng's mother and Yuan Weijing, who was carrying her baby, tried to stop the police from arresting the men, but police officers threw both women into a ditch at the side of the road. The women and the baby suffered bruising as a result of this ill-treatment. I am informed that after the men had been arrested, Yuan Weijing received an official notice from police saying that Chen Guangcheng was suspected of “leading people to block the road” and that the three men would be held for 24 hours in connection with these charges. I understand however that all three men remain in detention.  

I have also been informed of the following related incidents; on 5 February 2006, around 400 villagers gathered outside Chen Guangcheng's home to protest against his 'residential surveillance' and the arrest of Chen Hua, a neighbour and relative of Chen Guangcheng. The villagers escorted Chen Guangcheng to Chen Guangyu’s house, which is close by, so that he would be able to use the telephone more freely. Although local officials and police did not attempt to forcibly return Chen Guangcheng to his own home at that time, I understand that they put guards outside Chen Guangyu’s house and that his telephone was cut off. I understand that Chen Hua also remains in detention, as does local resident Chen Guangchun, who led a protest calling for Chen Hua's release.

On 15 February, Yuan Weijing was reportedly beaten by a group of around 30 unidentified people as she left her house to shop for food. This beating caused her pain in her back and side. When she tried to go to a hospital on 16 February for medical treatment for her injuries, she was reportedly stopped by a group of people, including a local Communist Party official. It remains unclear how serious her injuries are. 

In the context of the above reports, I would like to draw your attention to the following.

Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) states that:

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) states that:
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.
Furthermore, Articles 16(a) to 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) state that:

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers … are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; …

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 
In view of the above, I would respectfully urge you to lift the restrictions on the freedom of movement of Chen Guangcheng, Chen Guangli, Chen Guangchun, Chen Guangyu and Chen Hua and release them from detention.  I would further urge you to take all necessary steps to protect them and their families and to instigate a full and impartial investigation into their treatment by the local authorities, including the police, the results of which should be made public and those responsible brought to justice.  
Yours sincerely,

