[SENDER’S ADDRESS]

Wen Jiabao Guojia Zongli 
Prime Minister of the People's Republic of China

The State Council

9 Xihuangcheng Genbeijie

Beijingshi 100032
People's Republic of China

Fax: + 86 10 65961109 or 2260 (c/o Minister of Foreign Affairs)

[DATE]
Your Excellency

I write to express my continuing concern for the safety of human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng who has survived an apparent attempt on his life which he believes was instigated by the authorities. In recent months, police officers have reportedly threatened him and his family. It is thought that their lives may be in danger. 
I am informed that at around 10.30pm on 17 January, Gao Zhisheng was driving in the city of Beijing when a car travelling in front of him stopped suddenly, and he narrowly avoided colliding with it.  According to Gao Zhisheng, the car in front had its licence plates covered with newspaper. As Gao Zhisheng got out of his car, the car that had stopped in front of him reportedly started moving towards him, forcing him to jump out of its path in order to save himself from being run over. A military vehicle had been following behind his car, also with covered licence plates, leading Gao Zhisheng to believe that the incident was instigated by the authorities. Both vehicles left the scene immediately afterwards.

It would appear that this follows a reported pattern of threats to and harassment of Gao Zhisheng by the authorities since October 2005 and the subject of our earlier letter.  I understand that since that date Gao Zhisheng has claimed that police officers have warned him that he has “crossed the line” and “put himself in a “difficult position.” He was briefly detained by the police in Beijing on 13 January, reportedly after he noticed police officers filming him. This prompted him to start filming the police himself, which led to him being detained. He claims police officers warned him while he was detained: “You know if we wanted to kill you, it would be as easy as killing an ant” 

Gao Zhisheng’s family has reportedly been subjected to police surveillance and intimidation. He claims that on 19 December 2005 he received a telephone call from a police official who said: “We are keen to investigate facts, just like you. We have gathered a lot of information about you, including your home, your wife and your children…we even know which bus your children usually take to go to school.” 

In this context, I would draw your attention to Articles 16(a), 16(c) and 18 of the United Nations Basic principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that:
16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers ( a ) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 
18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.
In view of the above, I respectfully urge that you instigate a full and impartial investigation into the allegations of the attempt on Gao Zhisheng’s life and the threats against him and his family, that the results be made public and those responsible be brought to justice.  I further urge you to allow the Shengzhi Law Office to re-open immediately and allow its lawyers to carry out their legitimate professional duties without harassment or intimidation.  

Yours sincerely,
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