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Prime Minister

The State Council
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Beijingshi 100032

People's Republic of China

Fax no: + 86 10 65961109 or 2260 
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[DATE]
Your Excellency

I write to express my continuing concern about Yang Maodong, also known as Guo Feixiong. 

I am pleased to learn that legal adviser Yang Maodong was released from detention at Fuyou police station in Beijing on 9 February to police officers from Guangzhou who accompanied him home.   However, I am concerned that he is now being subjected to ‘residential surveillance’. 

I understand that as soon as he returned, some 20 police officers were reported to 
be standing guard outside his house. When he left his house to buy necessities, 
most of them reportedly followed him. Since 13 February, the number of police 
guards outside the house is believed to have been reduced to seven, while four officers followed Yang Maodong when he had to go out. Yang Maodong's wife and two sons, aged four and nine, are also said to be followed by two police officers when 
they leave the house. 

I recall that Yang Maodong was detained on 8 February as he started a public hunger strike in Beijing. Earlier that day, he published an open letter calling on the 
authorities to enter a dialogue to address the human rights violations 
identified by Chinese human rights activists and lawyers.
 
In this context, I wish to draw to your attention Articles 16, 17 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that:

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.
In addition, Article 23 of the Principles states that:

Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights … 

In view of the above, I respectfully urge that the ‘residential surveillance’ of Yang Maodong and his family be ended immediately and without condition as he appears to be subjected to this solely for the legitimate exercise of his professional duties and human rights. 

Yours sincerely,

