[SENDER’S ADDRESS]

Señor Presidente Álvaro Uribe Vélez

Presidente de la República

Palacio de Nariño

Carrera 8 No.7-2
Bogotá
Colombia
Fax no: + 57 1 337 5890

[DATE]
Dear President Uribe,

I write to express my deep concern on learning that lawyer Ernesto Moreno Gordillo was shot in the leg, arm and face on 17 November outside his house in Bogotá. I understand that he is still hospitalised as a result.

I am aware that Ernesto Moreno Gordillo is well known for his work as a defence lawyer in politically sensitive cases, currently including that of Rodrigo Granda, a senior member of the Farc guerrilla group.   In this context, I would remind you of Article 18 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which states that: 

Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.
In view of the above, I respectfully urge you to ensure Ernesto Moreno Gordillo’s safety, in accordance with his own wishes and to order an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into the attack on him, the results of which should be made public and those responsible brought to justice.

Yours sincerely, 

