[SENDER’S ADDRESS]

President Hu Jintao

c/o

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

49-51 Portland Place

London W1B 1JL.

Fax no: +44 (0)20 7637 0399

[DATE]

Your Excellency,

I am writing to express my serious concern about reports that the authorities have suspended the operation of the Shengzhi Law Office, based in Beijing, for one year.  

I understand that on 4 November 2005, Gao Zhisheng, director of the firm, received an official notice from the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Justice informing him of the temporary closure of the firm. Reportedly, the official reasons for the closure were the firm's failure to notify the authorities of its change of address and the “illegal” submission of legal documents to a lawyer who does not work for the firm.

However, I am informed that this happened after Gao Zhisheng, sent an open letter to yourself and Prime Minister Wen Jiabao urging you to end the persecution of Falun Gong practitioners.   In addition, it is my understanding that the Shengzhi Law Office has recently been involved in a number of high-profile cases, including a land dispute case filed against locally elected officials in Taishi village, Guangdong province, which is seen as a test case for local democracy in China. The firm has also supported Chen Guangcheng, a self-educated lawyer currently under house arrest in Linyi city, Shandong province, because of his involvement in a class action law suit against local authorities over coercion in implementation of China’s family planning policies, and is involved in the case of Zheng Yichun, a journalist and former professor who was sentenced to seven years imprisonment in September for his on-line writings.

In this context, I wish to draw to your attention Articles 16(a), 16(c) and 18 of the United Nations Basic principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that:

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers ( a ) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; … and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions.

In view of the above, I respectfully urge that you allow the Shengzhi Law Office to re-open immediately and allow its lawyers to carry out their legitimate professional duties without harassment or intimidation.

Yours sincerely,

