[SENDER’S ADDRESS]

His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic

The Presidency, 
Palestine Avenue, 
Azerbaijan Intersection, 
Tehran, 
Islamic Republic of Iran.
Fax no: + 98 21 6649 5880 (please mark: For the attention of HE Ayatollah al Udhma Khamenei)

[DATE]

Your Excellency

I write to express my continuing concern about the deterioration in the health of lawyer and human rights defender Nasser Zarafshan.   

I understand that Nasser Zarafshan’s health is deteriorating and that he is not being allowed the specialist medical care he needs.  He is kept in solitary confinement in Evin prison and is not allowed out for exercise.

I am informed that on 10 September he underwent a medical examination in prison, followed by another in Labbafinejad Hospital in Tehran, both of which concluded that he still had stones in his right kidney.  The consulting doctor reportedly certifying that Nasser Zarafshan needed to undergo further treatment for these kidney stones.  According to one of his lawyers, his family have submitted all the necessary documentation for him to be granted access to further specialist treatment, but no action has been taken by the authorities.

It is reported that his wife is allowed to visit him once a week and his lawyers more often.  However, the family’s visits are allegedly made difficult by the prison authorities, having to apply for permission each time they wish to visit him, and that the process is long and bureaucratic.  It is also reported that they are not allowed to bring him clothes, food or basic items such as soap and toothpaste.

According to the medical team at Evin prison, Nasser Zarafshan needs specialist treatment outside the prison.  On 7 June he began a hunger strike in protest at being refused medical treatment and as a result was taken on or around 19 June to Labbafinejad Hospital.  However, due to his low blood pressure he could not be operated on and was returned to prison.  On 21 June, whilst being transferred to solitary confinement as punishment for going on hunger strike, he lost consciousness.  He was immediately returned to the hospital where he underwent surgery on one of his kidneys.

On or around 4 July I am informed he was granted medical leave from prison to allow him to recover from surgery and for treatment of his kidney stones.  He returned to prison on 23 July.  I understand he is being held in wing 325 with other political prisoners.

In this context, I would like to remind you once again of Principle 24 of the United Nations Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (1988) which states that:

A proper medical examination shall be offered to a detained or imprisoned person as promptly as possible after his admission to the place of detention or imprisonment, and thereafter medical care and treatment shall be provided whenever necessary. This care and treatment shall be provided free of charge. 
In addition, I would refer you to Article 291 of Iran’s Criminal Code Procedure which allows courts to order that inmates received medical treatment outside prison.

In view of the above, I respectfully urge you to grant Nasser Zarafshan immediate access to the specialist medical treatment that he needs and that he be given unrestricted access to his family and lawyers.  I further urge you to ensure that he is released promptly and unconditionally as it is our belief he has been imprisoned solely for his legitimate human rights activities.

Yours sincerely,

