[SENDER’S ADDRESS]
His Excellency Bashar al-Assad

President

Presidential Palace

Abu Rummaneh

al-Rashid Street

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic
Fax: + 963 11 332 3410

[DATE]
Your Excellency,

I write to express my deep concern about the continued harassment of those seeking to promote the interests of civil society in the Syrian Arab Republic, specifically the arrest of lawyer Anwar al-Bunni on 17 May, the arrest of Nidal Darwish of the Committee for the Defence of Democratic Liberties and Human Rights and Mahmoud Mer’I, the secretary of the Arab Organisation for Human Rights also arrested on the 17 May, the arrest of writer and pro-democracy activist Michel Kilo on 14 May, the charging of former prisoner of conscience Kamal al-Labwani on 11 May with “weakening national morale” and “conspiring with a hostile nation to attack Syria”, offences which I understand carry the death penalty, the arrest of human rights defender and former prisoner of conscience Fateh Jamus on 1 May and the arrest of ‘Ali al-‘Abdullah (whose son Omar  remains detained with seven other students as a result of their involvement in a pro-democracy youth movement) and his other son Muhammad on 23 March.

In this context I would draw your attention to article 19 of the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) to which the Syrian Arab Republic has been party since 1969.  It states that: 
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice. 

I would also draw your attention to articles 16, 17, 18 and 23 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990):

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers ( a ) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; ( b ) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own country and abroad; and ( c ) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics. 

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities. 

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 

23. Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights …

In the light of the above, I respectfully urge you to ensure that those held are either charged with a recognisable criminal offence or released without delay. I would also ask that an impartial and independent investigation be carried out into the persistent allegations of politically motivated arrests and harassment by the security forces of these and other individuals in the Syrian Arab Republic.

Yours sincerely,

