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President

Office of the President

Private Bag 7700

Causeway

Harare

Zimbabwe

Fax no: 00 263 4 708 820/708 557

[DATE]

Your Excellency

I write to express my concern about reports that the Government of Zimbabwe has named between 15 and 64 people whose passports have, or will be, seized to prevent them from travelling from or into Zimbabwe.  Those affected include lawyers Beatrice Mtetwa and Gabriel Shumba.  It appears that they and others on the list have been selected because of their peaceful criticism of the government and its policies.

I would draw to your attention Articles 12(2), 12(4), 19(1) and 19(2) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Zimbabwe voluntarily became party in May 1991, which require, respectively, that:

Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own. 

No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country. 

Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice. 
In this context, I respectfully urge you to uphold Zimbabwe’s obligations under international law by allowing all Zimbabweans citizens to travel freely in and out of the country and by respecting their legitimate rights to freedom of opinion and expression. 
Yours sincerely,
