[SENDER’S ADDRESS]

Commissioner Augustine Chihuri

Commissioner of Police

Police General Headquarters

Police Headquarters 

PO Box 8807 

Causeway 

Harare 

Zimbabwe

Fax no: + 263 4 726 084/253 212/728 768

[DATE]

Dear Commissioner

I write to express my serious concern about lawyer Tafadzwa Ralph Mugabe who, I am informed, was detained for several hours on 14 February at Harare Central Police Station, after he attempted to represent his clients from Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) who had been detained for participating in a peaceful demonstration that day.

I understand that Tafadzwa Mugabe was only released after an urgent High Court application for his release had been filed.  His own lawyers, Beatrice Mtetwa, Irene Petras and Otto Saki were subjected to crude and demeaning language from officers at Harare Police Station.   

In this context, I wish to draw your attention to Articles 16(a) and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990) which state that: 

16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference …

18. Lawyers shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes as a result of discharging their functions. 

I am also very concerned that around 180 women were arrested in Bulawayo on 13 February and around 250 women in Harare on 14 February, in both cases because they had participated in peaceful demonstrations organised by WOZA.  I understand that most of these were released after payment of fines but some 60 arrested in Harare may face charges under the Miscellaneous Offences Act.

In this context, I wish to draw your attention to Articles 19(1) and 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which Zimbabwe voluntarily acceded in May 1991.  These provisions require that:

19(1). Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

20. The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized.

In view of the above, I respectfully urge you to ensure that lawyers in Zimbabwe can carry out their legitimate professional duties without interference or harassment; and that the rights of everyone to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly are fully respected.

Yours sincerely,

